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Washington State, taught physically and men-
tally challenged adults at the Christian Day 
Camp prior to joining the Department and also 
served as the civilian advisor for the Wash-
ington State Patrol’s Explorer Program. 

Mr. Whitfield was appointed as HHS Region 
X representative in July of 2005 and focused 
much of his time on Medicare prescription 
drug coverage, information technology issues 
and health disparities within the American In-
dian and Alaskan Native communities. Pre-
viously, he was the senior officer for commu-
nity relations for the Washington Health Foun-
dation in Seattle, a nonprofit dedicated to im-
proving the health of Washington commu-
nities. Additionally, Mr. Whitfield is the Presi-
dent of CityClub—an organization committed 
to civil engagement and non-partisan civil dis-
course. 

Mr. DeVaney joined USDA–RD as the direc-
tor in Washington State in 2005. Mr. DeVaney 
was responsible for providing assistance and 
delivering over 40 loan and grant programs 
supporting the development of public utilities 
and infrastructure, affordable housing and job 
creation in rural areas. Before joining USDA, 
Mr. DeVaney served as an aide to my col-
league from Washington, Congressman DOC 
HASTINGS and was also a Director of Legisla-
tive and Regulatory Affairs for the Northwest 
Horticultural Council. 

Mr. Meyers joined HUD as the Region X Di-
rector in 2001 after a prolific career in State 
and Federal government and politics at all lev-
els. He served during the Reagan administra-
tion at HUD, served as the executive director 
of both the California and Washington State 
Republican parties and worked alongside my 
predecessor, former Congresswoman Jennifer 
Dunn. 

As the five dedicated individuals mentioned 
above transition out of the leadership positions 
they held at their respective federal agencies, 
I wish them all the best and offer one final 
‘thank you’ for their exemplary service. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF POPE 
COUNTY SHERIFF JAY WINTERS 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the Pope County, Arkansas 
Sheriff Jay Winters for his dedication, commit-
ment and selflessness he has shown on the 
job and in the community. 

Sheriff Winters has served his community 
admirably, first for the U.S. Army then as a of-
ficer for the Russellville Police Department, 
then as the Deputy Sheriff of Pope County 
and for the last 18 years, as Sheriff. 

His influence is felt throughout the commu-
nity, volunteering with the Russellville Cham-
ber of Commerce, Kiwanis Club, the Arkansas 
River Valley Boys and Girls Club and as an 
active member of the First Assembly of God 
Church in Russellville where he serves as a 
Deacon and a Sunday School teacher. 

I have had the privilege to work with Jay on 
many different projects, most recently in an ef-
fort to help with recovery efforts from a tor-
nado in Atkins. 

Now after more than two and a half dec-
ades in law enforcement Jay is retiring. He’ll 

be able to spend his time focusing on his fam-
ily, his wife Sheena, daughter Amber Morgan 
and her husband Ryan, son J.J. and the light 
of his eye, his granddaughter Kyleigh. 

I appreciate his friendship and example. I 
am honored to have had the opportunity to 
have worked with such a great man, and 
thank him for his service. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 9/11 
HEALTH AND COMPENSATION 
ACT OF 2009 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today, I 
am pleased to introduce the ‘‘James Zadroga 
9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2009,’’ 
along with my good friends Mr. NADLER, Mr. 
KING of New York, Mr. MCMAHON and others 
who have worked so tirelessly in this effort. 
This legislation would provide medical care 
and compensation for those who are sick with 
World Trade Center (WTC) illnesses, including 
first responders who came to New York from 
every state and nearly all Congressional dis-
tricts in the nation. 

Specifically, the bill would establish a fed-
eral health and compensation program for 
WTC responders and community members. 
Building on the existing programs at WTC 
Centers of Excellence, the program would pro-
vide ongoing medical care for WTC-related 
health conditions to approximately 15,000 ad-
ditional WTC responders and 15,000 addi-
tional WTC community members, for a total of 
55,000 responders and 17,500 community 
members. 

The bill would also reopen the Victim Com-
pensation Fund (VCF) to provide compensa-
tion for those sickened by 9/11 exposure and 
to address the over 10,000 pending lawsuits 
brought by sick 9/11 responders. Additionally it 
would limit the liability in litigation for New 
York City and the WTC contractors to the 
amounts available under the Captive Insur-
ance Fund and their existing liability limits and 
insurance. 

Finally, the legislation would require a 
matching contribution from the City of New 
York for the health program. 

More than seven years after the 2001 at-
tacks on the World Trade Center, we must not 
forget the heroes who served the nation in our 
time of need. I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in support of the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensation Act. 
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TRIBUTE TO CATHERINE OLSON 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the musical accomplishments of Cath-
erine Olson, an eighth-grade student at the 
Christian Heritage School in Trumbull, Con-
necticut. 

Each academic year, the National Music 
Certificate Program awards State Achievement 
Certificates to students with exemplary per-

formance records for music. Of this year’s 
100,000 participants, only 700 students 
earned this recognition. 

Catherine Olson has been named a recipi-
ent of this award for the 2007–2008 academic 
year and will be playing at Carnegie Hall on 
February 8, 2009. 

I applaud Catherine’s efforts. Her accom-
plishments are a fine example to the young 
people of our nation to continue in their effort 
and determination to achieve success in their 
field. I wish her good luck in her performance 
on February 8th and congratulate her on her 
impressive achievements thus far. 
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HONORING H. THOMAS KORNEGAY 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE PORT 
OF HOUSTON AUTHORITY 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, H. Thomas Kornegay’s influence will 
be forever respected and admired as he re-
tires as executive director from the Port of 
Houston Authority (PHA) after 37-years of 
service. 

The Port of Houston is made up of the PHA 
and the numerous private industrial facilities 
that line the Houston Ship Channel. The Port 
ranks first in the U.S. in foreign waterborne 
tonnage and second in overall total tonnage. 
Along with the Houston Ship Channel, the 
PHA aids with navigational safety which has 
been influential in making Houston a center for 
international trade, moving over 200 million 
tons of cargo in 2006. 

Kornegay played an essential role in devel-
oping both the Barbours Cut Terminal as well 
as the Bayport Terminal, each accredited in 
setting the path for continued economic devel-
opment within the Houston-Metropolitan re-
gion. Along with the development of the two 
container terminals, Kornegay participated 
heavily in completing the deepening and wid-
ening of the Houston Ship Channel, a $700 
million project which benefited Houston and 
Texas’ overall economy and environment. In 
the aftermath of Hurricane Ike, Kornegay also 
managed the PHA’s operational recovery with 
minimal repercussions to PHA’s assets. As a 
result of Kornegay’s guidance, the PHA post-
ed a ninth consecutive year of growth, a 
record year in the handling of cargo and con-
tainers, and all-time records in importing and 
exporting steel. 

Kornegay’s leadership roles have been as-
tounding, including serving as chairman of the 
board of the American Association of Port Au-
thorities and chairman of the U.S. Delegation 
of AAPA, an organization that represents more 
than 140 public port authorities in North Amer-
ica, Latin America, Canada, and the Carib-
bean. Kornegay was also president of the 
International Association of Ports and Harbors 
from 2005–2007, which has affiliated ports 
that handle more than 60 percent of the 
world’s seaborne trade in metric tons. 

Kornegay has been named ‘‘Maritime Per-
son of the Year’’ by the Greater Houston Port 
Bureau, as well as ‘‘Engineer of the Year’’ by 
local Houston engineers. Kornegay has also 
received the Russell H. Perry Award by the 
Texas Department of Transportation. 
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H. Thomas Kornegay was first selected as 

PHA’s executive director in April 1992 after 
working with the Port Authority staff since April 
1972. Kornegay will retire after 17 years from 
his position as PHA’s executive director, but 
his contributions will forever impact the suc-
cess of the Port of Houston. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
FLETCHER L. GIBSON 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life of Fletcher L. Gib-
son. Mr. Gibson was born on May 1, 1942 in 
Marianna, Florida. In 1973, he married his per-
fect companion, Alonzetta. Over the next 35 
years, their great love produced two sons, 
Brandon and Jason. Together, they estab-
lished a reputation for honoring God and the 
power of knowledge. They exemplified the 
value of caring and giving back to the commu-
nity. 

Fletcher graduated Florida A&M University 
in 1963 with a Bachelor’s degree in pharmacy. 
As a pharmacist, he was committed to pro-
viding superior service, a kind word, and a 
warm smile to each of his customers. They 
were as much his friends as anybody else 
who he was close with. Throughout his career 
he served as a mentor for young pharmacy 
students by providing them internships and 
clinical training. 

Fletcher Gibson was a man of great faith 
and excellent character, a person known for 
his many good works and his love for family 
and friends. He always displayed a selfless 
compassion and a desire to help those around 
him. An extraordinary man of few words, 
Fletcher taught lessons of love, giving, and 
kindness by the example he set and the life 
he lived. He was a very good friend to me and 
countless other people. Fletcher Gibson was 
loved by all who knew him and he will be 
dearly missed. 

f 

NATIONAL BOMBING PREVENTION 
ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H.R. 549, the 
National Bombing Prevention Act, introduced 
by my distinguished colleague from New York, 
Representative KING. This important legislation 
establishes the Office of Bombing Prevention 
within the Protective Security Coordination Di-
vision of the Office of Infrastructure Protection 
of the Department. 

This legislation is a bi-partisan bill, whose 
lead sponsor is the Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Homeland Security, Represent-
ative KING and is also cosponsored by Chair-
man THOMPSON. The function of the Office of 
Bombing Prevention already exists in the De-
partment, and this bill establishes it in statute. 
The Office is responsible for coordinating the 

Government efforts to deter, detect, prevent, 
protect against, and respond to terrorist explo-
sive attacks in the United States. As we all 
know, the most likely terrorist threat to our na-
tion’s critical infrastructure and transportation 
modes is from explosives. Moreover, although 
our nation’s security experts have been work-
ing assiduously on preventing large-scale ter-
ror attacks since the terror attacks that hurt 
our nation, we must also be vigilant when it 
comes to improvised and smaller attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to ensure that the Of-
fice of Bombing Prevention has the protection 
of being established by the force of law, so 
the Department can more readily meet the 
threats to our nation. This legislation requires 
the Secretary to develop and periodically up-
date a national strategy to prevent and pre-
pare for terrorist explosive attacks in the 
United States which is due 90 days after the 
date of enactment. The Secretary is further re-
quired to report to Congress regarding the na-
tional strategy. This strategy is also called for 
by Homeland Security Presidential Directive– 
19, Combating Terrorist Use of Explosives in 
the United States, issued by President Bush in 
February of 2007. This legislation also author-
izes the Office to support technology transfer 
efforts as well as research into explosives de-
tection and mitigation. 

I did, however, have one reservation with 
regards to this legislation, regarding canine 
procurement, which is why I introduced an 
amendment, which was addressed by the bill 
in Sections 4 and 5. Dogs are used to detect 
illicit and illegal substances every day. They 
are used to: detect illegal narcotics; find 
money that is being smuggled out of the coun-
try; and locate explosives that may be con-
cealed in cargo, within vehicles, on aircraft, in 
luggage and on passengers. 

There is no doubt that every day, the ac-
tions of these dogs and their handlers signifi-
cantly contribute toward deterring threats and 
protecting our nation from terrorists. While the 
contributions of our canine forces are price-
less, they are not without cost. We must place 
a price on what we are willing to pay for un-
trained dogs. 

The Department of Homeland Security’s In-
spector General has found that from April 
2006 through June 2007, Customs and Border 
Protection spent $1.46 million on purchasing 
322 untrained dogs—that is about $4500 per 
dog. Most of these dogs are purchased in Eu-
rope and brought to America. These are not 
fully trained animals. They are puppies that 
will be trained to provide valuable service. I 
think most people would find $4500 for an un-
trained dog an exorbitant amount. 

However, I cannot deem this amount out of 
bounds because the Department of Defense 
pays $3500 for each untrained dog. The Se-
cret Service pays an average of $4500 for 
each untrained dog. Therefore, the price paid 
by CBP is within the acceptable range of cur-
rent practice. However, I think that if we are to 
be good stewards of the American tax dollar, 
we must change the current practice. When 
one considers that domestic breeders offer the 
same kinds of dogs for $500–$2000, we can-
not justify what I can only call a puppy tariff. 

I am proud to support this legislation, which 
bring our great nation closer to its goal of se-
curing the homeland, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support this important legislation. 

HONORING BENJAMIN WARREN 
BRESLOW 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Benjamin Warren Breslow 
of Platte City, Missouri. Benjamin is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 351, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Benjamin has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Benjamin has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Benjamin Warren Breslow 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PERFORM-
ANCE RIGHTS ACT OF 2009 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, today I 
join my colleagues in both the House and the 
Senate in introducing the Performance Rights 
Act of 2009, legislation that takes a first step 
at ensuring that all radio platforms are treated 
in a similar manner and that those who per-
form music are paid for their work. I am joined 
by Representatives ISSA, BERMAN, BLACKBURN, 
PETERSON (MN), HODES, WEINER, WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, COHEN, NADLER, SHERMAN, WEXLER, 
JOHNSON (GA), SCHIFF, SHADEGG, JACKSON- 
LEE, LINDA SÁNCHEZ, HARMAN and WAXMAN. 

This narrowly tailored bill amends a glaring 
inequity in America’s copyright law—the provi-
sion in Section 114 that exempts over-the-air 
broadcasters from paying those who perform 
the music that we listen to on AM and FM 
radio. The purpose of the bill is to take a nec-
essary step towards platform parity so that 
any service that plays music pays those who 
create and own the recordings—just as sat-
ellite, cable and internet radio stations cur-
rently do. 

Fairness mandates that all those in the cre-
ative chain—from the artist, musicians and 
others who bring the recording to life—get 
compensated for the way they enrich our lives. 
The U.S. is the only developed country in the 
world that does not require privately owned 
over-the-air radio stations to compensate the 
performers who create the music that broad-
casters use to attract the audiences that gen-
erate their ad revenues. Because of music, 
radio is able to profit, and so refusing to com-
pensate those who create the music is unfair 
and ultimately harmful to everyone—including 
the broadcasters. Furthermore, the law re-
quires all other platforms in the U.S. (including 
satellite and Internet radio) to compensate the 
copyright owner, so broadcast radio should 
not receive a free pass. 
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