


















Comment 12. The July 31st email states that studies referenced in the evaluation 
"demonstrate consistent associations between WTC exposure and cardiovascular 
outcomes." Furthermore, the email indicated that even though consistency is a Hill 
criterion, the Science Team did not discuss or weigh on this issue. 

Response 12. Section IX.B.1. and Table 21 of the evaluation addressed the lack of 
consistency in findings across high-quality studies. The Science Team concluded that 
"(m)ixed findings might result from differences in the definitions of health conditions, 
exposure measures, populations at risk, case ascertainment, as well as observing modest 
effects, among other possible explanations.''37

Future Engagement About Scientific Issues Impacting Petition Evaluation 

Many of the issues raised in the July 31, 2026, email message concerning the IHD 
evaluation involve complex scientific questions that can be difficult to fully explore by way 
of emails and letters. The WTC Health Program is planning a research conference in 2027 

that will provide an opportunity to engage in discussion of many of the scientific issues 
raised in the July 31st email. The WTC Health Program's Science Team looks forward to the 
opportunity for continued dialogue and a thoughtful exchange of perspectives on these 
important topics. 

Sincerely, 

John Howard, MD 
Administrator 

37 See Id. at pages 57-58 and page A-23 (Table 21). 
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